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– the executed collectivization and nationalization in 1948,
– transformation and privatization proceeding in the CR

after 1989,
– mutual proximity of small municipalities.
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Abstract: Utilisation of regional policy helps to reduce disparities among regions. The approaches to solving these prob-
lems in the European Union differ from the approaches practised in Central and Eastern European countries. The devel-
opment of rural areas in the European Union is realised through the principles of regional policy and its instruments, i.e.
Structural Funds, in co-operation with the Common Agricultural Policy. The applied assistance from the Structural
Funds is aimed at the objectively defined areas. The situation of countries with many socio-economic problems is reflect-
ed in the weak demographic structures of these regions. Solutions of the problematic situation can be found in implemen-
tation of the approach supporting the development of multi-functional agriculture and a broader social and territorial
context of economic development in all adopted tools of rural development. The way of supporting diversification of the
competitive rural economic structure based on encouraging new activities leads also through integrated programmes. Re-
gional policy realisation in the CEECs depends on the institutional framework created in the dependence of the habits
applied by the past political regime of the relevant country. The basic issue for the sustainable development of rural areas
can be seen in diversification of agricultural activities, creation of small firms and development of tourism together with
sustaining the countryside specifics.
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– Objective 1 – support of development and structural
adjustment of regions that are lagging behind with in
development

– Objective 2 – support of economic and social conver-
sion of the areas coping with structural problems

– Objective 3 – support of adaptation and modernization
of the policies and systems of education, training and
employment.
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– a stronger agriculture sector to ensure that agriculture

and forestry are competitive by supporting investments
in modernization, including the processing and market-
ing of agricultural and forestry products, attempting to
reduce costs and improving product quality, increasing
the value added of agriculture and sustaining agricul-
tural holdings (preferably by taking over by young farm-
ers) and the rural environment (including agri-environ-
mental measures);

– improving competitiveness of rural areas by improving
access and promoting diversification of new activities
and the creation of employment. This includes the de-
velopment of tourism and small firms, most of which
produce really unique high-quality products. Other op-
portunities exist in the field of renewable energy, in-
cluding energy generation from uranium waste in rural
areas close to major agglomerations;

– maintenance of the environment and European rural
heritage: environmental protection must be the main pri-
ority of rural policy, including the preservation of coun-
tryside and natural resources, traditional rural areas,
the promotion of agricultural tourism and the renova-
tion of villages.
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– continuing strong state centralism in the settlement
policy, distribution of job positions by the administra-
tion and educational institution,

– reduction of investments in transport, social and cul-
tural infrastructure caused by the discriminating legis-
lation and bad planning,

– specific economic regional differences caused by col-
lectivisation and regional determination of agricultural
production,

– pollution and destruction of environment as a negative
consequence of the past economic development in ru-
ral areas,

– demographic characteristics, unemployment and social
problems caused by strong depopulation of rural areas
or, in some cases, by their overpopulation (Rumania).
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– development towards the quality environment, that

should not mean a burden for the local population, but
which would present a challenge for future economic
development,

– education of population in the sense of differing multi-
purpose evaluation of rural areas,

– support of the environment-friendly production special-
ization, that would produce competitive products guar-
antying growing incomes,

– revival of traditions and support of new alternative ac-
tivities in these areas,

– provision of such an investment security for agricul-
ture as for other activity and thus granting the future
development of economically viable enterprises,

– prevention of interventions into environment that would
destroy ecological balance,

– transport, social, cultural infrastructure improvement.
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– improvement of community council administration prin-

ciples and self-determination in rural development pol-
icy,

– guarantee of implementation of the long-term measures
for maintenance of agricultural, social and regional pol-
icy conservation,

– stronger and compulsory management activities in re-
gional political decisions, programs and actions,

– policy of long-term employment , particularly in the sense
of new job opportunities,
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Source: European Mountain Convention. Ljubljana, 1998
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– implementation of direct production-neutral payments
in the management of agriculture and environment.
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